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fused him before ; for I have not religion enough for such a convert as this, I am sure, any more than a man without any notion of a Deity, had religion enough for me. Well, well, says her sister, let Providence, which brings all things to pass its own way, work as he sees fit; I dare say, as my aunt said, we shall hear more of it.
They had very little discourse at that time but what ended thus: but the eldest sister had a great mind her father should hear the story too, if possible, before they left the place; and she resolved to take an opportunity to bring it about, if she could; but she was happily prevented by the forwardness of her father to complain of his daughter's nicety on all occasions : for in discourse with the doctor and his lady, the young ladies on both sides being absent, took a liberty to exclaim vehemently how foolish one of his daughters had been, and how she had obstinately cast off a gentleman of such and such qualifications, as before. My dear, says the
doctor's lady  to  him, pray  tell  Mr.  --------- the
story you told the young ladies yesterday. With all my heart, said the doctor; so he repeated the whole story.
The father was exceedingly surprised at the particulars, but more when the doctor told him the name of the gentleman; however, he held his tongue, as it happened, and did not let the doctor know how near it related to his family ; but in the evening, taking his opportunity, he calls his eldest daughter to him, Hark ye, Betty, says he, did the doctor tell you a story t'other day of a gentleman in Hampshire ? Yes, sir, says she. And was your sister by ? says he. Yes, sir, says she. And do you
know that this is the same Mr. --------- that we
know of? says her father. Yes, sir, says she ; he told us his name. Well, and what does your sister